
May 19, 1993 



Dear Harold, 



Glad to hear that your book is about to be published. I'm very 
much looking forward to reading it. 

As you see from the letterhead, Michelle and I are back to 
catching crooks now. I'd be happy to provide you with a dub of 
the footage we took of you and your files. I've got someone 
dubbing it onto 3/4-inch format, and will send it along as 
soon as it's ready; you should have it in a few days. If you 
need a different format, let me know. 

I'm sorry I never wrote you back after the special; I started 
to a few times, but frankly I was so surprised and upset about 
your reaction that I wasn't able to respond coherently. 

I think the thing that upset me the most was your perception 
that I had damaged your reputation, and had somehow misled you 
about my intentions. I don't want to argue, point by point, 
what we included or didn't include. I do, however, want to 
point out that every review — with the exception of The New 
York Times — noted, correctly, that the program "stopped 
short of any conspiracy theories." It was hailed as factual, 
careful, and (to quote Variety) , "revealed the material in an 
empirical manner: objective, not exploitive." 

I raise these not to pat myself on the back, but to assure you 
that (with the exception of one three-paragraph, snotty notice 
from a reviewer who appears to not have even seen the 
broadcast) the vast majority of viewers saw exactly the 
program I promised you we would produce — one that was fair, 
objective, and that offered no conspiracy theories. 

It is a shame that The New York Times, which often shows a 
strong bias against any programs that include re-enactment, 
allowed that bias to taint your name in print; for that I am 
truly regretful. I can't stop bad journalists from doing bad 
work, but I am sorry that such bad work has soured you on the 
program. We stuck very, very carefully to the areas you 
discussed; we all agreed that you were the most powerful 








speaker we had and, as a result, included much more of your 
interview than anyone else's; and we hoped that we lived up to 
your high standards. 

In any case, I do apologize for not writing earlier. I hope 
that you are well. Please keep us up to date on your book. 



Cheers 




Philip Lerman 
Managing Editor 
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